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INDIANS ABROAD

A STONE COTTlGE IN .ﬂN EXUBERANT GARDEN

RESIDENCE

A RUSTIC MODERN IDIOM
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" Rustic
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The spacious living room has an accent wall {top) that is surfaced with four coloured natural stones.
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t' Bangalore-based
. Interior designer
Ranjani S has enjoyed
designing her home by
integrating rustic and
modern elements.

The compact foyer has a wall unit
that offers display and storage
space, s surface is pattermed
with .a play of rectangles.
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Puotoonapsa: Navan Soea

The living room integrates
\, elements of rustic and
. modern styles.
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kitchen; creating a colourful
room for her five-year old son
who loves cars and colours;
and designing handle-less
cabinets and wardrobes for
ample yet uncbtrusive stor-
age, Ranjani spared no time
or effort in putting her ideas
into reality. Her efforts paid off
as the family loved the look,
and visitors often ask her if the

layout of this flat is the same
as the others in the building
as it looks so different!

Blending Design and
Function

The personality of the home
is manifest right at the main
entrance with its custom-
ized wooden door with a raw
wood veneer and embedded

black painted iron bars. Step-
ping in is a compact foyer
edged on the inner side with
a wall unit surfaced with tex-
tured grey duco paint. The
unit barely reveals the stor-
age space within it due to its
surface pattemned with a play
of rectangles along with the
absence of handles.

The lower storage section

continues into the spacious
living room, linking the spaces,
where sofa seating along
the walls and natural light
from the adjoining balcony
instantly create a sense of
space. Adding a rustic touch
to the room are light brown
ceiling rafters and catching
the eye is an inset accent wall
surfaced with four coloured

The dining area, set in the heart of the home, has been brightened by
surfacing the ceiling with an acrylic mirror sheet that reflects light and
space, It thus creates the effect of a veluminous ceiling.
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Interiors by Ranjani
(IBR Designs)

KID3 BEDROOM
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natural stones, cut into differ-
ent sizes and shapes, and set
in a meandering pattern.

Space flows into the adjoin
ing dining area that was origi-
nally open; however, Ranjani
worked out a partition wall
between the two spaces to
give the dining area privacy.
Wishing to add function to
the wall she created a dis-
play-cum-crockery  cabinet
on its dining area side. On
the other side of the entry o
the dining area she created
a compact pooja area with a
double-folding door and a jali
panel. A backlit glass sheet
with onyx pebbles affixed
on it was fitted on the wall
behind the idols; light passing
through the sheet and onyx
stones create a decorative
backdrop giving the space a
soothing aura.

The dining area, set in
the heart of the home, has
doors for the three bedrooms
(master, kids and guest)
and is contiguous with the
kitchen, Being windowless
it could have become a bit
dark, yet Ranjani ingeniously
addressed this predicament
by surfacing the ceiling with
an acrylic mirror sheet that
instantky brightens the space
by reflecting light and space,
and thus creates the effect of
a voluminous ceiling.

A Sense of Individuality
Each of the rooms as well as
the kitchen set next to the
dining area were given an
individual style in terms of
colour and expression, yet
care was taken to ensure they
would be part of a cohesive
whole. The master badroom,
done up in a minimal paletie
of brown-black-white, enjoys
a relaxed ambience. It has a
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The master
badroom is
done up in
@ minkmal
palette of
brown-
black-white
using black
lacquered
glass, natural
veneer and
white paint
for the walls,
The attached
bathroom
is designed
in the same
palette as that
of the room.
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double bed with a bed back
of black lacquered glass, a
large wardrobe with sliding
doors (in a combination of lac-
quered black glass and natu-
ral veneer), a compact unit for
cosmetics behind a slim full-
length mirror, and a floating
work table with wall units.

The guest bedroom — done
up in natural brown wveneer
and lacquered white glass
with a double bed, ward-
robe and floating table - is
simple and neat. And the

young son's room is a burst
of energy with colour block
panels and shelves, a fabrnic
curtain printed with colourful
cars, a study counter with a
table beneath it that slides out

when required and a snug bay
window (with a marker board
for him to draw) thus minimiz-
ing fioor fumniture. Each of the
bedrooms has an attached
bathroom that is an extension
of the design of the room.
The kitchen is a study in func-
tionality with neat lines, easy to

maintain counters and cabinet
surfaces, and ample storage.
An island table on wheels,
with closed and open shelves,
functions as a convenient
breakfast counter. A pendant
lamp above the island table,
spotights and concealed strip
lighting offer adequate light,
highlight the copper-painted
glass affixked on the cabinet
shutters and give the space
a lovely mood withaut taking
attention away from the adjoin-
ing dining area.

The guest
bedroom,
dona up in
natural brown
veneer and
lacquered
white glass, is
simple, neat,
functional and
comfortable.

The kid's room is a burst of energy with colour block panels

and shelves, and a fabric curtain printed with colourful cars,
The kid's bathroom also has colourful elements.




